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Suspended between 

flower and leaf, a cherry 

accepts the rain     

– Peter Kendall
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Dear Members, 

Spring is always a wonderful time at the 
Garden—the chill of winter begins to fade, 
leaves return to sight, and, of course, we get 
to witness once again the fleeting beauty of 
our sakura, or cherry blossoms. The energy 
of the landscape is matched by the energy 
of our organization—we’re going to have 
an incredible array of programming in the 
coming weeks: culinary events, shows of 
ikebana and bonsai, workshops, musical 
performances, and of course our current art 
exhibition, Earthen Elegance: The Ceramic Art of 
Bizen. 

It is also a meaningful milestone for me—this 
spring marks one year in the role of President 
of Portland Japanese Garden’s Board of 
Trustees. To say it has been an honor would 
be an understatement. My appreciation 
for this amazing organization has only 
deepened during this time as I’ve gotten to 
meet many of you and hear the personal 
impact it has made on your lives. The beauty 
of the landscape is obvious and immediately 
recognized, but if you spend some time here, 
you’ll recognize its awesome power for cross-
cultural understanding, a gift our earliest 
leaders left for us to maintain and strengthen. 
The Garden brings home the point time and 
time again through nature, art, and culture: 
for whatever differences we may have, there 
is so much more that bonds us.  

You’ll notice that this issue has a theme 
of celebrating Asian American, Native 
Hawai’ian, and Pacific Islander (AANHPI) 
Heritage Month, which occurs annually 
in May. We’re honored to highlight voices 
from this community, including Garden 
Board Member and Oregon Legislator, 
Representative Mari Watanabe, Garden 
volunteer Mona Ozaki, and Kerry Marumoto, 

whose mother donated the remarkable 
weeping cherry tree you saw on the front 
cover. Every story is told from an individual’s 
perspective but they all highlight universal 
messages: how representation matters, the 
joy of community, and how an act of care can 
ripple well into the future. 

AANHPI Heritage Month holds personal 
significance for me as someone who is Asian 
American. More than the responsibility I 
feel to teach my sons about the cultural 
background they’re inheriting, it is a 
pleasure. And that is something I’ve grown 
to increasingly appreciate about Portland 
Japanese Garden. Whether it’s by taking 
part in the programming in the Cultural 
Village or walking its grounds, the Garden 
is continually engaging with you. Inevitably, 
it asks you to think more about your stories 
and your experiences and invites you to share 
them with others. I am deeply proud to be 
part of an organization that fosters this kind 
of community building. 

I look forward to seeing you on May 6 for 
our Member’s Day followed by our Annual 
Meeting of the Membership. It’s going to be a 
great day where we will have family-friendly 
activities that highlight the many things 
to love about the Garden. We will also be 
looking back at the remarkable year we had 
in 2024 and providing updates on the state of 
the organization. We’ll also be hearing from 
our leadership team that has helped provide 
deft guidance and rock-solid stability during 
this year of transition.     

With gratitude, 

Paul Schommer
President, Board of Trustees  
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Celebrate with Kids! Kodomo no Hi Cultural Festival    

April & May  
 
Kodomo no Hi, or Children’s Day, is observed in Japan as a time to honor all children in 
the hopes that they will grow up healthy and strong. Cloth carp streamers, or koinobori, 
are flown to bring good fortune to them. Come to the Garden with your family to listen 
to taiko music performed by children, create origami projects, and satisfy your curiosity 
about koi. Make sure you visit our website to learn how we’ll be celebrating Children’s 
Day through specially-themed demonstrations and performances throughout late April 
and early May. Go to japanesegarden.org/childrens-day-2025

Gather With Your Fellow Members for an Afternoon 
Celebrating You!    

May 6  
 
Join us on a day we’re opening exclusively to our members to show our appreciation! 
This open-house style gathering is fun for the whole family with activities highlighting 
our programming, events, and community partners. The afternoon will conclude with 
the Annual Membership Meeting! Leadership including Executive Director Lisa Christy 
and Board of Trustees President Paul Schommer will give an annual overview for 
members and will present about the organization’s future. For more information, go to 
japanesegarden.org/annual-meeting-2025

The Beauty of Bonsai Returns    

April 26 & 27  
 
We’re excited to welcome back the Bonsai Society of Portland (BSOP) for an exhibition in the Yanai Family 
Classroom this April. This show will include dozens of bonsai from BSOP members’ private collections, 
including several world-class examples of this ancient Japanese art form. To learn more visit  
japanesegarden.org/bsop-2025

Seasonal Assistant Bonsai Caretaker, Masaki Shimada, attends to bonsai ahead of the Bonsai Society of 
Portland’s exhibition at the Garden in 2024.

EnTaiko will once again delight 
Garden guests with a musical 

performance during this year’s 
celebration of Children’s Day.

Member News & Events
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Member Exclusive: Experience the Garden in the Beauty of 
Twilight     

June 13, July 11, & August 8  
 
In addition to the exclusive tours all members can enjoy on the first Saturday every month, Patron and 
Steward levels, as well as those in the Golden Crane Recognition Society and Sakura Society are invited to 
attend our special Twilight Hours. These special evenings allow you to experience the Garden, illuminated by 
the golden light of dusk, and accompanied by delightful music. pFriem Family Brewers will be here, offering 
free samples. Refreshments and light appetizers will also be provided.

Member Exclusive: Enjoy the Garden During Special  
Extended Hours

During longer and warmer days, members are invited to visit during extended hours! Tickets can be reserved 
online or when you arrive. Dates and times are subject to change.

All Members: 

May 12,  June 9, & July 7  |  6:30 - 8:00pm

Photographer Members: 

April 2  |  7:00 - 8:00am  
May 19, June 23, & July 21  |  6:30 - 8:00pm

Explore Japan Alongside Your Fellow Members!    

Registration opens April 16 for those in the Golden Crane Recognition Society and April 23 for all members  
 
Those in the Golden Crane Recognition Society and Garden members are invited to join the Garden’s tour to 
Japan this year! For 11 days in October 2025, this tour group will be accompanied by an English-speaking 
Japanese guide and will explore sites in the cities of Okayama, Osaka, Kyoto, and Tokyo. This journey 
includes a special focus on beautiful and historic gardens, temples, and shrines. Additionally, this year you 
will have the unique opportunity to visit EXPO OSAKA 2025, an illustrious gathering of representatives from 
around the world coming to Japan to explore sustainability through dialogue and the arts! For more details 
about the itinerary and how to register, visit japanesegarden.org/member-tour-Japan

AANHPI Heritage Month is a time to reflect upon and celebrate the remarkable 
contributions of those who are of Asian American, Native Hawai’ian, and Pacific 
Islander ancestry in our nation’s history. Founded in 1963 to heal the wounds of World 
War II, Portland Japanese Garden is proud to represent this community and exist as a 
place that can continue to inspire harmony and peace. We’ll be sharing how we’ll be 
celebrating the AANHPI community in our weekly e-newsletter.

Asian American Native Hawai’ian Pacific Islander 
Heritage Month in May

Garden Members enjoying a stroll through 
the grounds during our Twilight Hours.   

  Jonathan Ley
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In Portland Japanese Garden there stands one tree rooted in the significance of both what it means 
to be Asian in America and the strength of a mother’s love: its weeping cherry. The story of this tree 
in the Flat Garden is especially appropriate to tell as May arrives, when we celebrate both Mother’s 
Day and Asian American Native Hawai’ian Pacific Islander (AANHPI) Heritage Month. 

Like so many of Portland Japanese Garden’s most revered trees, the weeping cherry lived elsewhere 
before it arrived here in the early 1960s. Planted in the front yard of a home on Portland’s San Rafael 
Street, a mid-century street widening project necessitated the tree’s removal lest it be destroyed or 
damaged in favor of asphalt and concrete. Simultaneous to this infrastructure work was a request 
broadcasted out by the Garden for donations of plant life. The Marumoto family would be among 
several that answered the call. More than 60 years later, Kerry Marumoto, the youngest son of the 
family, spoke about his family’s generous gesture.

The weeping cherry is the only one of its kind in Portland Japanese Garden—a directive issued by its original designer, 
Professor Takuma Tono of the Tokyo University of Agriculture.

The Story of the Weeping Cherry and the Mother Who Gifted it to 
the Garden

Tana’s Tree 

“I have a faint memory of going to a garden center with my mom and buying [the weeping cherry],” 
Kerry offers. “It was just a little tree when she got it. When we went fishing or camping on weekends, 
we’d look for pretty rocks in rivers. My mom collected small ones that were about the same weight 
and would tie them to the tree’s branches when it was mature enough to hold them. As the tree grew 
and branches became thicker, she eventually used heavier rocks to shape the limbs.” 

“I remember that one of my chores was to mow the lawn—we had one of those old rotary lawn 
mowers you had to push. I had to get underneath that tree and try to mow the lawn with all these 
rocks hanging down from strings. It was my least favorite part of the yardwork.” 

When the City came to further develop the land around San Rafael and better accommodate its 
growing population, the Marumotos learned that their cherry was in a perilous spot. “The tree was 
planted on the street corner of our property. We might have been able to keep it, but the roots were 
going to be underneath a sidewalk. It wouldn’t have been healthy for the tree. I believe my Aunt 
Mary suggested that the Garden might be interested in it.” 

Care Throughout History 



George and Tana Marumoto 
visiting the weeping cherry at 
some point in either the 1970s 
or 80s.    Kerry Marumoto

“...Every time I come back to Portland, I want to visit. I always spend time with my mom’s tree and walk 

through the entire garden and just enjoy it.”

K E R RY M A R U M O T O

Kerry is referring to Mary Nakadate, his father’s 
sister, who was a longtime member of Portland 
Japanese Garden’s Board of Directors (now 
named the Board of Trustees) from 1978 to 
1994. Perhaps because its new host showed 
such obvious care and because she herself was 
a generous spirit, Tana Marumoto was satisfied 
with the weeping cherry’s new home. “She 
loved sharing,” Kerry shares. “She was a very 
generous woman. I think she appreciated that it 
found a home where it was enjoyed, respected, 
and cared for, a place where other people could 
appreciate it too. I think that [Professor Tono’s] 
vision on the setting was remarkable.” 

Kerry and his family would make repeated visits 
to the Garden to see their family tree. “I have 
memories of being a teenager coming here with 
my mom,” he says. “We always tried to visit it in 
March and April when it was in bloom. But she 
loved the tree in all seasons.” 

To read the full story, go to  
japanesegarden.org/tanas-tree

The Marumoto family looks on as their weeping cherry begins its 
voyage to the Garden in the 1960s.    William “Robbie” Robinson
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“I remember visiting the Garden during my college experience,” Ozaki recalls back to 
her first time here after arriving in Oregon from her native home of Hawai’i in the 80s. “I 
spent about a half hour in the Strolling Pond Garden, thinking about my grandfather and 
journaling. I didn’t really connect with the Garden, though, until my son was in a Japanese 
immersion program. We bought a membership and that’s when I started visiting more 
regularly.” 

Mona Ozaki, Garden Volunteer and Gallery Attendant. 

Portland Japanese Garden, with a mission of Inspiring Harmony & Peace is a lifeline. It tethers 
us to a common vision of a better tomorrow alongside like-minded individuals. This is 
perhaps best revealed in the organization’s incredible group of volunteers, a group of more 
than 200 individuals from a diverse number of backgrounds. Remarkably dedicated, they 
provide richly detailed tours, guide guests through artwork on display in our exhibitions, and 
tend to the physical landscape of the Garden itself. They are passionate about their work and 
have what seems to be an endless reservoir of compassion and kindness and care. 

One person who exemplifies these profound qualities is Mona Ozaki. Ozaki, who in addition 
to working as a Gallery Attendant since 2016 has given time as a Horticulture Support 
volunteer since 2010 and has made a lasting and positive impact. After reaching over 2,000 
hours of service, she sat down to discuss her time with the Garden. 

Volunteer’s Care for the Land and Others Makes the Garden 
Better

Volunteer Spotlight: Mona Ozaki

From Hawai’i to Portland 

Portland Japanese Garden is fortunate to 
have an incredible group of volunteers. In 
2024 they dedicated more than 10,000 hours 
to the organization! To learn more about our 
volunteer opportunities, visit:  
japanesegarden.org/volunteer

Volunteering at  
Portland Japanese Garden

After retiring in 2010 from her career 
as a clinical psychologist, Ozaki began 
volunteering at the Garden. Instinctually 
humble, she is trepidatious about counting the 
number of service hours she has donated. “It’s 
hard to feel like I help because I get so much 
back from volunteering here,” she shares. “I 
get to learn so much. I get to be around such 
beautiful things—it just feels like being a 
volunteer around here shouldn’t really qualify 
as work because you get so much, you learn 
so much.” 



The bulk of Ozaki’s time as a volunteer has been in horticulture support, commonly referred to 
as “hort support” around the Garden. In weather both balmy and foul, these individuals weed, 
rake, sweep, and clean, providing incredible support to the staff of the Garden Department led 
by Garden Curator Hugo Torii. Ozaki is among those trusted to help care for the inner section 
of the Tea Garden, closed to the public to help protect its delicate moss.  

“After I retired, I started volunteering as a docent but what really caught my eye was the hort 
support,” Ozaki recalls. “At first I thought I’d only do that maybe from May to September, but I 
loved it so much that I just kept doing it. I even made it a condition that if I were to be a gallery 
attendant, I’d still have to be allowed to take time volunteering and doing hort support—I just 
love it. Horticulture support volunteers are salt of the earth—they’re the best people.”

Supporting the Land 

“I’ve been appreciating just how many of the people I have met here are friendships and 
contacts that I’ll have for the rest of my life. The people that are here not only love the Garden, 
but they’re smart. You meet so many fascinating and wonderful people—the Garden winds up 
attracting them. I’ve been saying you can’t throw a stone here without hitting someone with a 
PhD.” 

Being in a space that attracts intelligent people is a thrill for Ozaki, who still enjoys learning. 
“The Garden is a great place to learn about Japanese culture in a very digestible way—I’m third 
generation, Sansei, so there’s a lot I didn’t know coming in—I’ve gained a lot of knowledge by 
being here. And it’s not just from other volunteers or staff—my favorite times in the Pavilion 
Gallery are when a guest will come in and they know more about the art than I do, and I get to 
learn from them. I love it.” 

When asked if she’d encourage others to join her as a volunteer, Ozaki gave an immediate and 
unsurprising answer: “Absolutely. Absolutely.” She feels that those who will get the most out of 
volunteering are those who arrive willing to learn. 

To read the full article, go to japanesegarden.org/ozaki 

A Community 

Ozaki helping during the 
toro-nagashi, a ceremony of 
floating lanterns that takes 
place during O-Bon.
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Portland Japanese Garden’s first new art exhibition of 2025, Earthen Elegance: The Ceramic Art 
of Bizen, opened in February and is open now through June 9 in the Pavilion Gallery. This 
exhibition showcases some of Japan’s leading potters, each presenting expert and contemporary 
renditions of a more than 800-year-old tradition.  

Bizen ceramics, named for their place of origin in Okayama Prefecture, are subtle and 
asymmetric, rustic and textured, and can be shaped into any number of unglazed forms 
including vases, cups, jugs, or more sculptural and experimental forms. The pieces on display 
are on loan from the Collection of David Sneider and Naomi Pollock. Sneider, an international 
lawyer, and Pollock, an architect and author, are a married couple who lived in Japan for 
30 years and assembled an extensive amount of ceramics representative of several different 
traditions and practices. Bizen is a style that stands out to them as particularly special.  

“Among the numerous ceramic centers in the country, those with deep historical roots, such as 
Bizen, hold a special place because they have resuscitated and reinvented age-old traditions,” 
Sneider shares. “Bizen is not the only historical ceramics center with medieval origins to 
experience a revival in the 20th century, but in my view the region has produced a particular 
abundance of ceramic artists who are creating highly original work that is yet grounded in 
traditional materials and techniques.” 

T H E  G A R D E N  P A T H

Earthen Elegance: The Ceramic Art of Bizen Showcases 
Modern Interpretation of Ancient Practice

An Age-Old Tradition, Reinvented 

Earthen Elegance: The Ceramic Art of Bizen, a new exhibition in Portland Japanese Garden’s Pavilion Gallery, 
now open through June 9.    Jonathan Ley

An example of hidasuki (scarlet cord) 
patterns in the ceramic art of  

Koichiro Isezaki. 

The sensations of harmony and peace felt at Portland Japanese Garden 
are the product of 60 years of care. Whether it was procuring just the 
right stones from the cliffs of Terrebonne in the 1960s or sweeping 
the last black pine needle from a bed of moss, the efforts of multiple 
generations are too profound not to be felt by those who take the time 
to take the Garden in.  

This dedication is also apparent from the potters of Bizen. Their craft 
is a time-consuming process that begins, as all things do, with the land. 
Potters combined different kinds of local clay depending on what they 
hoped to create. Then the potter would begin to form their desired 
shape, their work often the result of years of apprenticeship and 
decades honing their skills to achieve a particular look and feel to their 
vessels. 



Earthen Elegance: The Ceramic Art of Bizen is now open in the Pavilion Gallery through June 9.  

Natural Patterns: Katazome Stencil Dyeing, an exhibition that features Karen Illman Miller’s 
katazome, a method of using exquisitely cut paper stencils and resist paste to dye fabrics, is 
now open through September 15 in the Calvin and Mayho Tanabe Gallery. 

For more details, visit: japanesegarden.org/events 

Exhibitions On Show 

Artists place the pieces within the kiln, using natural elements like wood and straw to draw out specific 
effects. By loading pieces in specific locations, they can achieve distinct results due to differences in 
the proximity to flame and resulting ash. As the kiln heats up the craftsperson cedes artistic discretion 
to chemical reactions born in fire. For example: rice straw placed around the clay becomes molten as 
its potassium meets the hot temperatures, resulting in reddish hematite micro-crystals where the straw 
once sat creating a striking hue against the muted colors of the clay. These hidasuki (“scarlet cord”) 
patterns are seen in the work of Koichiro Isezaki (the son of Jun Isezaki) and are characteristic of the 
Bizen aesthetic. Whatever kinds of clay or materials are used, the vessel may spend at least two weeks 
being fired. 

The final product never forgets the land it came from. Even the more colorful sangiri work as seen in 
the exhibited artwork by Shinichi Yokoyama or playful round marks in the botamochi of Shin Isezaki’s 
piece still have a decidedly earthy tone. “The rough, powerful and unglazed nature of Bizen pottery 
seems closer to nature than many other Japanese ceramic traditions, and therefore perhaps particularly 
suited to the Garden as a locale,” Sneider offers. 

Visitors to Earthen Elegance will be able to see remarkable work from famous Bizen ceramicists, 
including the aforementioned Jun Isezaki, a Living National Treasure of Japan, and by Ryūichi 
Kakurezaki, one of Japan’s most innovative contemporary sculptors, named an Important Intangible 
Cultural Property of Okayama Prefecture in 2019. “The primary focus of our collection 
is flower vessels and sculptural, often non-utilitarian, work,” Sneider shares. “We 
found that over the past decades, Bizen has produced many innovative artists who 
have strived to incorporate highly original approaches into traditional materials and 
kiln techniques. The Isezaki family potters and Kakurezaki are but prominent 
examples. As a result, we discovered many interesting 
artists whose work we wanted to acquire for the 
Collection.” 

“I hope that visitors will come away with an 
appreciation for the tremendous creativity 
of contemporary Japanese ceramics and for 
the brilliant way in which Bizen artists have 
incorporated traditional materials and techniques 
into highly original and modern works of ceramic 
art,” Sneider concludes. 

To learn more about the history of 
Bizen ceramics, visit the Garden 
and read the rest of the article at 
japanesegarden.org/bizen-story
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The creation of Portland Japanese Garden is most directly tied to efforts among the city’s 
civic leaders and friends overseas in Sapporo, Japan in the aftermath of World War II. Its 
importance gains deeper significance when one considers those of Japanese ancestry were 
subject to government-sponsored cruelty as soon as they began immigrating to Oregon in the 
19th century. While work remains to make the region a place where Japanese Americans, and 
all Asian Americans, can thrive and live without fear of discrimination, the Garden has been 
credited as having facilitated better understanding and friendship with a culture and people 
once dubbed “the enemy.” The organization’s mission of Inspiring Harmony and Peace is thus both 
a statement of deeds done and aspirations that propel it forward. 

“I just thought of what place resonated with me, my values, and my heritage the most—it was 
Portland Japanese Garden,” Watanabe says. “I thought, ‘Wow, if I could have this ceremony 
there, that would make this a complete circle.’ I was really happy when [Lisa Christy, Executive 
Director of the organization] said yes. Lisa was so gracious and the staff was so willing.” 

Rep. Mari Watanabe, Board Trustee of Portland Japanese 
Garden, Makes History by Becoming First Japanese 
American Woman to Join Oregon Legislature 

Representation Matters

A Milestone Moment Takes Place at the Garden 

On January 19, 2025, history was made at Portland Japanese Garden when Oregon State 
Representative Mari Watanabe was sworn in by Justice Aruna Masih of the Oregon Supreme 
Court to fill a vacant seat for House District 34. Watanabe, who has served on the Garden’s 
Board of Trustees since May 2024, is the granddaughter of Japanese immigrants and has been a 
Portland resident since 2000.  

Representative Watanabe’s appointment, certified by Oregon Secretary of State Tobias Read at 
the ceremony, makes her the first Japanese American woman to serve in the Oregon legislature, 
a body that held its first regular session in 1860. “I am so proud to be the first Japanese 
American woman in the state legislature,” Watanabe shared. “I am a third generation Japanese 
American whose ancestors have been in America for over 120 years. This is historic.” 

Oregon’s newest legislator took time the following day, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, to discuss 
with us this important moment for the region’s Japanese American community, the state of 
Oregon, and Portland Japanese Garden.

Mari Watanabe, Portland Japanese Garden Trustee and Oregon legislator, at an event held by the organization in 
2024.    Jonathan Ley



It is always a joyous moment when leaders from marginalized communities navigate a thrum of historic and still 
systemic persecution to achieve success in government, business, the arts, nonprofits sectors, and beyond. And 
yet, these watershed events are also tinged with regret—these individuals should not have encountered barriers 
in the first place. We should not have waited this long for such firsts. 

“I didn’t want to be the first,” Watanabe notes. “I think the Japanese American experience during World War II 
created this cautiousness of doing something like this. When my family was incarcerated, they didn’t know why. 
They were told they were an enemy alien. They didn’t even know where Pearl Harbor was or had ties to Japan. 
They realized, ‘We are being thrown behind barbed wire because we look like this. We look this way, we look 
like the enemies.’ I have been thinking about those whispers and things that I heard all my life, based on their 
experience, that to be a good American, you have to keep your head down, don’t make waves. Being in politics 
is definitely going against all those things. I’m going to say that for me this is really stepping out of my comfort 
zone.” 

On Being the First 

“When we have places that are of and share 
different cultures it makes the people from 
those cultures feel more welcome knowing 
they are represented,” Watanabe continued, 
explaining why places like Portland Japanese 
Garden are important to their communities. 
“It then allows others who do not understand 
or know about this culture to learn without 
having to fly to Japan. The Garden’s 
programming really helps people expand 
their perspective on Japanese heritage. I think 
this is very important—being able to have 
places to come together and be inclusive and 
encourage understanding. It really makes me 
feel good people love the beauty and culture 
of the Japanese.”

Watanabe (right) holds her right hand up as she is sworn in by 
Justice Aruna Masih of the Oregon Supreme Court (left). Beaverton 
City Council Member Nadia Hasan looks on. 

Watanabe’s Oath of Office, signed by her and Justice 
Aruna Masih of the Oregon Supreme Court.

“Sometimes people will come up to me and 
say, ‘Oh my god, I came just to hear you 
speak because it’s the first time I’ve ever 
seen an Asian woman speak to this group,’” 
Watanabe concludes. “Even just last week I 
had somebody’s son who was born in Vietnam 
want to come work with me just because I 
look like him. Those things are not lost on 
me. I think that’s why I keep saying to myself, 
‘Representation matters.’ We need to see 
ourselves in these positions so that we know 
we can get them if we want them.” 

To read the full article, go to  
japanesegarden.org/watanabe
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$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 9 9 , 9 9 9 
 
Dorothy Piacentini 
Catherine & Taisuke Sasanuma 
Peter & Beverly Sinton 
Drs. Mayho & Calvin Tanabe 
Robert & Deborah Zagunis   

$ 2 5 , 0 0 0 - $ 4 9 , 9 9 9 
 
Jack B. Blumberg 
Mary Lee Boklund 
Mark & Ann Edlen 
Frank Foti 
Sally C. Gibson 
Mrs. Ronna Hoffman 
Travers Hill Polak & Vasek Polak 
Dorie & Larry Vollum and the  
	 Jean Vollum Fund of the Vanguard  
	 Charitable Endowment     

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 2 4 , 9 9 9
 
Patricia Adams 
Carole Alexander 
Sandra Chandler & Chris Schaefer 
Teresa Chiu & Jeffrey Livingston 
Deborah & Jim Coonan 
Anne & James Crumpacker 
Julia Dancy 
Dede & Joe DeJager 
Mrs. Margueritte H. Drake and the  
	 Margueritte Hirschbuhl Drake Fund,  
	 Oregon Community Foundation  
Bart & Jill Eberwein 
Yoko Fukuta 
David Gibson 
Donald Gibson 
Jenny Herman 
Catherine & John Knox 
Martin Lotti & Linda Mai-Lotti 
Samuel Naito & Marsha Allen Naito 
Mike & Margaret Rice 
Trudy & Pat Ritz,  
	 Ritz Family Foundation 
Cathy & Jim Rudd 
Jordan Schnitzer & The Harold and  
	 Arlene Schnitzer CARE Foundation	  
Yoneko Shimizu-Dalton 
Michael Speight & Myunghye Han 
Mark Stell & Michell Hartstrom  
Gregg & Laura Takashima 
Lavita Wai 
Priscilla Bernard Wieden 
Lynn & Jeffrey Wolfstone 
Anonymous (2)     
 
 
$ 5 , 0 0 0 - $ 9 , 9 9 9
 
George & Patty Beall 
Chita Becker 
Martha & Anthony Belluschi 
Conrad Clark 
James Cox & Brenda Nuckton 
Douglas & Bee de Weese 
Julie & Wayne Drinkward 
Katherine & Mark Frandsen 
Carol Frankel 

Bob and Jeanne Frasca Fund,  
	 Oregon Community Foundation 
Paul & Wendy Greeney 
Sandra & Jeffrey Grubb 
Margaret Hacker 
Susan & Tom Hamman 
Cynthia Hampton 
Merle & Andrew Hashimoto 
Hank & Judy Hummelt 
Allan Karsk & Keith Berglund 
Peter J. Kendall 
Elizabeth M. King 
Nikki & Yoshio Kurosaki and the  
	 Kurosaki Family Fund, Oregon  
	 Jewish Community Foundation  
Susan & Peter Lynn 
The Maas & Marglous Family 
Lisa Maulhardt & Joseph Okies, Jr. 
Glenn Moore 
John & Nancy Murakami 
Chris & Tom Neilsen and the Neilsen  
	 Family Fund, Oregon Community  
	 Foundation  
Mona Ozaki 
Mary E Preslar 
Jennifer & Charles Putney 
William & Anne Rasnake 
Russell & Mary Reid 
Pat Reser 
Gary & Sue Reynolds 
Marge Riley Fund, Oregon  
	 Community Foundation 
Susan Schnitzer & Greg Goodman 
Paul & Caitlin Schommer 
Drake & Lynn Snodgrass 
Marie & Thomas Spence 
Pamela Still 
Dona & John Tarpey 
Rebecca & Russell Teasdale 
Deborah Thomas & Betty Curtis 
Beverly Wong 
Anonymous (1)   

$ 2 , 5 0 0 - $ 4 , 9 9 9
 
Ruth Anderson & Michael Beebe 
Jean & Ray Auel 
Janice Bleibaum 
Evona Brim 
Richard Louis Brown & Thomas Mark 
Diane & James Burke 
Will Carter & Jeff Miller 
Mora Chartrand & Linda Grant 
Danziger Family Foundation, The  
	 Chicago Community Foundation 
Al Didier & Sherry Holley  
Diane Ditmer 
Jeff & Lynn Dorr 
Susan & Greg Fitz-Gerald 
Peter & Mim Gray 
Kate Gruen 
Mike Henningsen Fund, Oregon  
	 Community Foundation 
Bradford Johnston & Julie Evans 
David Katz & Lee Katman 
Bonnie Laun 
Ross M. Lienhart, Edward Lienhart  
	 Family Foundation 
Joyce & Stanley Loeb 
Kathy Lou  

Curtis W. Marble 
Erin Moeschler & Robb Rathe 
Marjorie & David Newman 
Shirley & David Pollock 
Mary & Alex Polson 
James Prihoda & Julia Tank 
Dr. Marilyn L. Rudin, MD &  
	 Richard S. Testut, Jr. 
Laura Schlafly 
Scott & Charldene Schneier 
Susan Dee Schnitzer Family Fund  
	 of the OCF 
Martha Sharman &  
	 John Warren Reid Jr. 
Mary Sharman & Mitchell Sundquist 
Patrick Simpson & Margaret Bolger 
Steven H. Smith & Dennis C. Johnson 
Elizabeth Steiner 
Hitomi Tamura & James Peters 
Toru & Fusae Tanaka 
Connie & Tom Thomsen 
Hiro Tsuji & James Knodell 
Susan & John Turner 
Ann & Tom Usher 
Alice & Wim Wiewel 
Susan Winkler 
Carmen Wong & Arjun Chatrath 
Suzanne & Craig Zarling 

$ 1 , 5 0 0 - $ 2 , 4 9 9
Acorn Fund, Oregon Community  
	 Foundation 
Paul Ahluwalia & Henna Sahni 
Susan & Dean N. Alterman 
Julieann & Alan Barker 
John & Denise Bates  
John Benson & Virginia Tilden 
Broughton & Mary Bishop  
	 Family Foundation 
Andrew Blanksby 
Randy & Kim Boehm 
Elizabeth “Ibby” Brooke 
Bennet Burns & Andrew Rowe 
Eric & Robin Busch 
Vincent & Kate Cahill 
Renee Carisio-Farber & Jeffrey Farber 
Stephen Chipps & Laura Sherrill 
Regi & Virgina Christensen  
Tim & Lisa Christy 
Kathryn & John Cochran 
Jonah Cohen 
Truman Collins 
Roger Cooke & Joan Cirillo 
Cameron & Dick Davis 
Mary Dickson 
Kristen A. Dozono 
Cornelia Jane & William Drevescraft 
Barbara J. Duerden 
Karen & Jonathan Dunn 
Agustin & Alysson Enriquez 
Doug & Chie Etzel 
David & Beth Ferguson 
William Sterling Findlay &  
	 Susan Halton Fund of OCF  
Rodger Flint 
Ann Flowerree 
Mikiko Flynn 
Doyle Forister & Gary Sheldon 
Judith Free & Paul Hamborg 
Corinne Frohlick 

Cumulative giving to the Annual Fund from  
December 1, 2023 through January 31, 2025.

To see this list online, go to 
japanesegarden.com/support-your-garden 
For corrections, contact 
development@japanesegarden.org

Frederick & Rosemarie Fulton 
Anna Gadsby 
Steve & Peggy Garber 
Andra Georges & Timothy Shepard 
Barbara Giesy 
Ann Goetcheus 
Elinor Gollay 
Lewis Granofsky & Mindy McCreery 
Daniel Greeney & Brian White 
Howard Greisler 
Evan & Helen Gremillion 
Marianna Grossman 
Bruce Guenther &  
	 Eduardo A. Vides, M.D. 
Karen Halvorsen 
Linda Hamilton 
James Hansen 
Etsuko Harvey 
Don Hastler & Dan Bergsvik 
Jay A. Henry & Demi Haffenreffer 
Helen Herman 
Scott Hillson 
Sandra Hobbs Morey & Grett Grimala 
Philip Hoefer 
Mary & Gordon Hoffman 
Tomoe Horibuchi & Kihachiro Nishiura 
Elaine Howard 
Elizabeth Hulick & Mark Handley 
Kerstin & Joshua Husbands 
Misako Ito 
Lois Jackson 
Charles Jenkins & James Dixon 
Salena Johnson 
Kristen Kern 
Douglas & Selby Key 
Cheryl & Charles Kozloff 
Barbara & William Langley 
Polly Lauser 
Moya Lehman 
Donald & Karen Livingstone 
Sandra Loeb 
James D. Lynch & Robby Cunningham 
saRah Mahler 
Susannah Marriner 
Neil Matteucci & Norman Kalbfleisch 
Janet McCormick & Stephanie Walker 
Lani McGregor & Daniel Schwoerer 
Brendan McNabb  
Patricia & Steven McNeal 
Nicholas Miner 
Bruce & Jeanette Morrison 
Vadim Mozyrsky &  
	 Karina Khazmutdinova  
Anne Naito-Campbell 
Lynne Naughton 
Nancy Nishimura 
Elizabeth Olsen 
Kathy Parmenter 
Marianne Perrin 
Frank Piacentini & Sara Weinstein 
Naomi Pollock & David Sneider 
Kimberly & Stan Prosser 
Wayne M. Quimby &  
	 Michael Roberts-Quimby 
Lee & Ronald Ragen 
Susan & Michael Rego  
David & Madie Richenstein 
Nancy L. Richmond &  
	 William A. Hughes 
Valerie Sasaki 
Patricia O. Schleuning 



If you would like to make a donation or have any questions about the Golden Crane Society, please contact Claire Eisenfeld,  
Director of Development, at (503) 542-0281 or ceisenfeld@japanesegarden.org.

Thank you

Lauren Eulau & Paul Schneider 
Jeffrey Sher 
Scott Shiigi & William Melcher 
Peter Shinbach 
Mary Shipley 
Sudha & Siva Sivakumar 
Sylvia Skarstad 
Susan Smallsreed 
Susan & William L. Smith 
James & Susan Spitzer 
Dawn M. States & Stephen Smith 
Richard Stein 
Deborah & Michael Stewart 
Ernie Stoddard 
James H. Peters & Hitomi Tamura 
Christine Tarpey & Richard Yugler 
Paul & Jayne Thompson 
Cathy & Greg Tibbles 

Hugo & Akiko Torii 
Robert Trotman 
Jenny Tsai & Scott Diaz 
Susan & John Turner 
Dawn & Sadafumi Uchiyama 
David & Christine Vernier 
Fran & John von Schlegell 
Mari Watanabe 
Victoria Wetle 
Bruce & Susan Winthrop 
Richard & Ellen Wopat 
Danny Wu 
Paula Wynn 
Joji Yoshimura & Michael Kronstadt 
Anonymous (3)

Corporate and Foundation 
Golden Crane Society

Cumulative giving to the Annual Fund from December 1, 2023 through January 31, 2025. 

For questions regarding Corporate Golden Crane Society, please contact Nici Grigg, 
Corporate Relations Manager, at (503) 542-9301 or ngrigg@japanesegarden.org.

$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 9 9 , 9 9 9  

Donor Advised Funds at Oregon  
	 Community Foundation
Portland Japanese Garden Foundation
Google
M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust  
 

$ 2 5 , 0 0 0 - $ 4 9 , 9 9 9  
 
Bank of America
Donor Advised Funds at  
	 Community Foundation for  
	 Southwest Washington 
Delta Air Lines
Hyatt Regency
J.W. and H.M. Goodman  
	 Family Foundation
Joto Sake
Henry Lea Hillman Jr. Foundation
James F. and Marion L. Miller  
	 Foundation
Torii Mor Winery & Vineyard
William G. Gilmore Foundation 

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 2 4 , 9 9 9  
 
Bamboo Sushi
Buckingham Strategic Wealth 
Bullseye Glass Co.
Devil’s Food Catering
Hampton Family Foundation
Hibler Franke Foundation
Hoffman Construction
Juan Young Trust 
Multnomah Whisk{e}y Library
Oregon Arts Commission
Donor Advised Funds of the Oregon  
	 Jewish Community Foundation
The Oregonian
Portland Coffee Roasters
Quality Precision Cleaning Inc.
Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust
Toshiba International Foundation
Woodard Family Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts

$ 5 , 0 0 0 - $ 9 , 9 9 9  
 
A Plus Tree, LLC
Bartlett Tree Experts
Becker Capital Management
Mike Bennett Art 

Brown Printing Inc.
Creo Chocolate
Drake’s 7 Dees
Freeland Spirits
Mercer Advisors
Nike: Employee Donation Match
NW Natural Gas Co.
Obon Shokudo
Park Lane Inn & Suites
Port of Portland
Regional Arts & Culture Council
Room & Board
Rose E. Tucker Charitable Trust
The Standard
Anonymous

$ 2 , 5 0 0 - $ 4 , 9 9 9  
 
Arden Event Collective 
The Bidwell Portland
CIDA Architects & Engineers 
Flowerree Foundation
Geffen Mesher
Hotel Vance
Intel Corporation: Employee  
	 Donation Match 
The Jackson Foundation
The Mark Spencer Hotel

Northern Trust Charitable  
	 Giving Program
The Paramount Hotel
pFriem Family Brewers
St. Honore Bakery
Wells Fargo: Employee  
	 donation Match   

$ 1 , 5 0 0 - $ 2 , 4 9 9  
 
Abbott Laboratories
Donor Advised Funds at The Chicago  
	 Community Foundation
Columbia Sportswear
DLR Group
Elephant’s Delicatessen 
Framing Resource
Hacker Architects
The Jasmine Pearl Tea Company
Nina Johnson Photography
Oregon Venture Fund 
Phoenix Industrial, Inc.
Portland Garment Factory
Providence: Employee Donation Match 
Pushdot Studio
Thornton Design
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Members of the Phoenix Legacy Society have 
named the Garden as the ultimate beneficiary of 
a planned gift. We are grateful to the following 
people for letting us know of their plans to support 
the Garden in this enduring way.

Ruth Anderson & Michael Beebe 
Esther “Ricky” Appleman 
Carole Beauclerk 
Barbara Bell 
Diane Benjamin 
Melanie Billings-Yun 
Janice Bleibaum 
Steve Bloom 
Pat Bowman & Richard Kolbell 
Judy Bradley & Dave Mitchell 
Susan C. Brown 
Carla Caesar & Nora King 
Robert Caragher 
Sandra Chandler & Chris Schaefer 
Mora Chartrand & Linda Grant 
Teresa Chiu & Jeffrey Livingston 
Bryan W. Deaner 
Mary Dickson 
Jeffrey & Lynn Dorr 
David & Nancy Dowell 
Mrs. Margueritte H. Drake 
Elaine West Durst 
Doyle Forister & Gary Sheldon 
Yoko Fukuta 
Ms. Susan Halton 
John Hembroff & Shari Macdonald 
Jenny Herman 
Geoffrey Hoefer 
Albert Horn & Nancy Goodwin 
Ann & Jerry Hudson 
Janelle Jimerson 

If you would like to include the 
Garden in your estate plans, or 
if you have already done so and 
would allow us to list you as a 
Legacy Society Member,  
please contact Claire Eisenfeld, 
Director of Development, at  
(503) 542-0281 or  
ceisenfeld@japanesegarden.org.

Mary Kay Johnson 
Elizabeth M. King 
Valerie Lau 
Polly Lauser 
James Law 
John & Lisa Lehman 
David & Diane Levinthal 
Patricia Locktov 
Linda & Don McNeill 
Ashley McQuade 
Gordon Olson 
James Paynter 
Jeannie & Ron Prindle 
Wayne M. Quimby &  
	 Michael Roberts-Quimby 
Gary & Sue Reynolds 
Dr. Marilyn L. Rudin, MD &  
	 Richard S. Testut, Jr. 
W. Curtis Schade &  
	 Jacquie Siewert-Schade 
Justin Scott & Tom Nguyen 
Michele & Douglas Shapiro 
Jeffrey Sher 
Scott Shiigi & William Melcher 
Ann & John Symons 
Drs. Mayho & Calvin Tanabe 
Marsha Tomassi & Robert McConnell 
Lavita Wai 
Bruce & Susan Winthrop 
Carmen Wong  
Anonymous (4)

Global Ambassador Society recognizes donors who give a total of $500 or more 
annually and live more than 100 miles from Portland Japanese Garden. 

John & Denise Bates 
Mary Bills Graham 
Kay Bristow 
Judy Burleson 
Regi & Virginia Christensen 
Tom Crouse & Kay Enokido 
Danziger Family Foundation, The  
	 Chicago Community Foundation 
Fred Delanoy & Jane Witter 
Susan Donnelly 
Susan & Greg Fitz-Gerald 
Beth Foraker  
Steve & Peggy Garber 
David Gibson 
Donald Gibson  
Sally C. Gibson 
William G. Gilmore Foundation 
Kevin Gilmartin 
Daniel Greeney & Brian White 
Susan & Tom Hamman 
David Hammer 
Cynthia Hampton  

Jenny Herman 
Hillman Family Foundation 
Geoffrey Hoefer & Thomas Wei  
Robert Hori 
Misako Ito 
Patricia T. & Gary Leiser 
James D. Lynch & Robby Cunningham 
Curtis W. Marble 
Lisa Maulhardt & Joseph Okies, Jr. 
Alyssa McCulloch & Adam Feiges 
Patricia & Steven McNeal 
Lee & Mary Jean Michels 
Iris & Larry Miller 
Devjani Mishra & Alexander Hoffman 
Rikki Ninomiya 
Naomi Pollock & David Sneider 
Mary E Preslar 
John & Marilyn Rafn 
William Rosenzweig 
Yoshiko Saheki 
Daniel Samelson & Mary Jocelyn Perry 
Catherine & Taisuke Sasanuma 

If you live more than 100 miles 
from the Garden and would like 
to join our Global Ambassador 
Society, please contact 
Claire Eisenfeld, Director of 
Development at  
(503) 542-0281 or  
ceisenfeld@japanesegarden.org

Norman & Pat Scott 
Peter & Beverly Sinton 
Richard Snyder 
Solley Family Fund 
Dawn M. States & Stephen Smith 
Makoto Suzuki 
Mary Thiedeman 
Paul & Jayne Thompson 
Hiro Tsuji & James Knodell 
Elizabeth Wadsworth 
Sarah White & David Gray 
Carol Patricia Williams 
Jean Wyss 
Anonymous (1)



Tribute Gifts  
& Donations

Memorials and Honoraria 
November 1, 2024 - January 31, 2025

G I F T  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
B E A U  A N D E R S O N    
 
Laci Anderson  
Morgan Brinlee  
Jonnathan Camacho 
Katy Clement  
Nick Cotton  
Barbara Covert  
Dana From  
Linwood Gallaway  
Corey Grohs  
Megan Hamilton  
Debra Hanson  
Patrick Hintz  
Theresa Jung  
Angela Kakabeeke  
Kerryl Knicos  
Heather Minton  
Molly Morrish  
Lisa Nolen  
Bret D. Orsag  
Cynthia Pfeilsticker  
Gina Romaine  
Sandy Ross  
Nathaniel Rotta  
Adam Shinn  
Adam Shope  
Sena Stiles  
Candis Sucher  

Rebecca Swank  
Sepideh Tajipour  
Helen Townes  
Kimberlee Welton  
George West  
Sidath Wijetunga  
Sarah Willingham  
Amanda Wood 

G I F T S  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
J A N A  B A U M A N 
 
John Baker

G I F T S  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
B R U C E  B R E N N 
 
Tom Crouse & Kay Enokido  

G I F T S  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
N A N C Y  B R O W N 
 
Sally Richards 
Carolyn E Savage 

G I F T S  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
M A R K  C  C O O K 
 
Susan Cook 

G I F T S  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
D A V I D  C O O P E R 
 
Brigid Smith  
Joan Smith

G I F T S  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
S T E V E N  J E T T E R 
 
Linda Lauritsen

G I F T S  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
D A V I D  E A R L  L O U 
 
Kathy Lou 

G I F T S  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
T O N Y  M I D S O N 
 
Margaret Herrington & Kitty Midson

G I F T S  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
J A C K  R A F N 
 
John & Marilyn Rafn 

G I F T S  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
W I L L I A M  W A T E R M A N 
 
Anonymous

G I F T S  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
U M J I R O  Y U K I M U R A 
 
Mona Ozaki

Portland Japanese Garden is excited to bring back its Night of a Thousand Cranes this year, an 
evening of appreciation for our leadership donors in the Golden Crane Recognition Society who 
contribute $5,000 or more annually. You won’t want to miss the return of this favorite fall festivity, 
with a cocktail reception followed by a seated dinner under the stars. If you would like to learn 
more, call Claire Eisenfeld, Director of Development, at (503) 542 0281.

Night of a Thousand Cranes Returns!
October 18

Night of a Thousand Cranes in 2022.    Nina Johnson

S P R I N G  2 0 2 5 17



T H E  G A R D E N  P A T H18

In March, Consul General Ken Todoriki (second from 
left) of the Consular Office of Japan in Portland toured 
the Garden. Joining him (L-R) are Lisa Christy, Executive 
Director of Portland Japanese Garden, outgoing Consul 
General Yuzo Yoshioka, and Misako Ito, Executive Director 
of our organization’s Japan Office in Tokyo.

A family enjoying an ikebana workshop as part of the 
Garden’s Hina Matsuri (Doll’s Day) festival in March.

Lavita Wai, volunteer and a member of the 
organization’s Golden Crane Recognition Society, 
exchanges a dollar for a good luck chomp during the 
Edo Kotobuki Jishi, celebratory traditional lion dance 
of Tokyo, at the Garden’s celebration of Japanese 
New Year. 

(L-R) Sada Uchiyama, Curator Emeritus of Portland Japanese Garden, Hitoshi Abe, professor and Director of the UCLA 
Paul I. and Hisako Terasaki Center for Japanese Studies, and Frank Feltens, Curator of Japanese Art at the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of Asian Art at the 2025 edition of Living Traditions, held at the World Forestry Center in Washington 
Park.
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Members of the Sakura Society, the Garden’s newest membership tier for emerging leaders, enjoying each others company at its 
inaugural reception in the Pavilion Gallery.

Dr. Calvin Tanabe, Trustee Emeritus, watching Representative Mari Watanabe make history by becoming Oregon’s first Japanese 
American legislator. A Portland native, Tanabe was among those incarcerated at a concentration camp during World War II.

Guests enjoying exploring Earthen Elegance: 
The Ceramic Art of Bizen during the special 
preview reception for the Garden’s Golden Crane 
Recognition Society.    Jonathan Ley

Naomi Pollock (center) and her husband David Sneider along with their 
daughter Abigail Sneider in the Pavilion for the opening of Earthen 
Elegance: The Ceramic Art of Bizen, an exhibition that features works 
from their collection.    Jonathan Ley
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Visitors to the Garden can now enjoy the Family Studio, a dedicated space in the Cultural Village that invites families to 
sit down, pick an activity, and linger during their visit to the Garden. To know which weekend days it will be open, make 
sure you visit our website, japanesegarden.org/events
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